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Features and genetic significance of olivine from Heishan magmatic sulfide
ore-bearing intrusion in Beishan area, Gansu Province
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Abstract

Heishan is one of the important sulfide-bearing mafic-ultramafic intrusions in Beishan area of Gansu
Province. The intrusion is composed mainly of ore-bearing peridotite and amphibole gabbro distributed at the
southern edge of the intrusion. Electron microprobe analyses of the olivine show that almost all olivine crystals
are chrysolite with the forsterite content (Fo) ranging from 81.54 to 86.87 and Ni content varying from 801.53
10 %102 703.19% 10 °. The main components of the primitive magma are w(MgO)=11.65%, w (FeO)
=10.12%, suggesting relatively high MgO basaltic magma. Based on modeling of olivine {ractional crystalliza-
tion and sulfide segregation, the authors hold that the sulfide segregation (about 0.12% ~0.17% ) and olivine
fractional crystallization occurred almost at the same time during the magma evolution. The results also show
that less than 3% fractional crystallization of olivine has been separated from magma and their minimum mass ra-
tio is 14:1. In addition, the re-equilibration of the olivine crystals from the trapped silicate liquid or sulfide liquid
seems to be an important factor for the variation of olivine composition.
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Fig. 1 Geological sketch map of Heishan intrusion
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Fig. 3 Microscopic images of shapes and modes of occurrence of olivine crystals in rocks and disseminated ores

A. Heap crystal strueture of olivines B. Rounded olivine grains wrapped in orthopyroxene: C. Subhedral olivine grains wrapped in orthopyroxene:

D. Subhedral olivine grains wrapped in plagioclase: E. Olivine grains wrapped in the homblende: F. Olivine surrounded by sulfide in disseminated ore
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Table 1 Oxide and Ni content of olivine from borehole ZK901 along No. 9 exploration line of Heishan intrusion

w B
Fo
SO, TO, ALO; FO MO MmO GO NaO (nO; KO NO  BO Ni 10°¢
HS 1
0l-1 40.1 - 0.03 13.4 46.5 0.17 0.12 - - - 0.28 - 100.60 2184.55 86.10
01-2 39.2  0.00 - 154 435 0.28 0.16 0.01 0.91 - 0.19  0.03 99.68 1485.18 83.40
0l-3 39.6 0.0 0.01 16.4 4.2 024 0.09 - 0.04 0.00 0.22 - 100.81 1697.35 82.80
0l-4 40.2  0.05 - 14.7 451  0.17 0.14 - 0.06 0.0 0.22 0.02 100.63 1705.21 84.50
0l-5 40.1 - - 125 46.5 0.20 0.15 - 0.04 - 0.31 - 99.80 2443.87 86.87
0-6 39.6 - - 17.0 4.4  0.23 0.15 - 0.01 - 0.16 0.04 101.59 1265.15 82.33
01-7 40.0 - 0.01 16.1 440 0.30 0.12 - - 0.01  0.17 0.01 100.72 1343.73 82.95
01-8 39.5  0.02 - 17.2 4.7 029 0.15 - - - 0.14 - 100.00 1068.70 81.54
0-9 40.2  0.02 - 150 4.8 0.20 0.16 0.02 0.04 - 0.23 - 100.65 1815.22 84.19
HS4
0-1 39.7 - - 16.9  43.7 029 0.11 - 0.02 - 0.19 - 100.91 1461.61 82.14
0l-2 39.7 - - 16.3 4.5 021 0.12 - 0.00 - 0.12  0.00 100.95 919.40 82.95
01-3 39.8 - - 17.2 43.3  0.26 0.13 0.01 0.06 0.01 0.11 —  100.88 864.39 81.80
0l-4 394 0.00 0.02 17.3 432 0.18 0.15 0.00 0.06 0.01 0.12. 0.01 100.46 919.40 81.63
81 m H901-08
0l-1 39.5 - 0.06 150 440 0.2 0.15 0.07 0.06 0.0 0.20 0.05 99.32 1563.76 83.92
0l-2 39.0 - 0.04 150 4.4 021 0.15 0.02 0.06 0.01 028 0.01 99.18 2208.13 84.08
0-3 39.2  0.01 - 152 437  0.24 0.12 - 0.04 001 0.19 - 98.71 1485.18 83.70
0l-4 39.3 - 0.03 149 452 0.24 0.11  0.02 - 0.02 ~ 0.20 - 100.02 1532.33 84.36
105 m HS901-16
0l-1 39.3  0.00 003 156 44.5 0.20 0.1 0.01  0.05 - 0.19  0.03 100.03 1500.90 83.59
0l-2 39.7 0.03 0.00 155 4.1 0.29 0.10 ~ 0.11  0.00 0.26 - 100.09 2027.39 83.50
0-3 40.1 - - 15.5 4.7 0.17  0.08 - 0.12 - 0.17  0.02 100.86 1304.44 83.68
0l-4 39.7 - 0.03 154 440 024 0.10 - 0.02  0.00 0.21 - 99.70 1626.63 83.61
0l-5 40.0  0.01 - 154 443  0.23 0.8 (0.027 0.02 0.01 0.20 - 100.37 1571.62 83.66
0-6 39.3 - 0.02 153 4.1 0.28 0.08 Y 0.03 0.01 0.22 - 99.34 1728.78 83.68
01-7 40.1 - - 14.3 4.7 0.19 0.16. 0.03 0.05 0.00 0.15 0.01 99.69 1178.71 84.75
0-8 40.1 - 0.01 14.8 453 0.25 £ 0.10° 0.07 0.07 - 0.18 - 100.88 1414.46 84.33
01-9 39.7  0.02 0.04 155 4.6 0.28 013 0.06 0.06 0.0l 0.20 - 100.60 1563.76 83.69
01-10 40.0  0.00 0.03 151 44.4 0.25 0.14 - 0.04 0.01 0.20 - 100.17 1603.05 83.96
0-11-1 39.9 - 0.03 14.6 443 021 0.15 - - - 0.27 0.06 99.52 2153.12 84.41
01-11-2 40.0  0.05 - 14.7 1446 0.19 0.05 0.04 0.02 0.0l 0.20 - 99.86 1579.48 84.43
130 m H901-26
0-1 40.1 - 14.7 453 0.15 0.13 0.02 0.10 0.00 0.19 - 100.69 1461.61 84.60
0l-2 39.9 - 0.02 144 454 020 0.10 0.01 0.02 0.0 0.25 0.0l 100.32 1956.67 84.86
01-3 40.0 0.03 0.03 146 452 0.19 0.13 - - 0.01 0.18 - 100.37 1430.17 84.68
0-4 40.2 - 0.0l 14.8 44.9 0.25 0.11  0.01 - - 0.16 - 100.44 1225.86 84.42
0l-5 39.9 0.02 152 447 0.2 0.20 0.01 0.03 - 0.16 - 100.44 1233.72 83.97
0l-6 39.2 - 0.01 14.5 437 0.20 0.13 - 0.47 0.00 0.23 0.00 98.44 1799.50 84.27
01-7 40.0 - 0.02 147 453 021 0.13  0.02 0.05 - 0.23  0.02 100.68 1768.07 84.61
01-8 39.5 - 0.00 16.2 43.8 0.24 0.13 - - - 0.21  0.02 100.10 1618.77 82.81
0-9 40.4 - - 153 4.7  0.23  0.12 - 0.30  0.00 0.14 - 101.19 1084.42 83.90
01-10 39.6 - 0.01 14.8 448 031 0.13 0.04 0.5 - 0.17 - 100.38 1296.59 84.38
154 m HS901-35
0l-1 39.8 0.0l - 16.7  43.4  0.33  0.04 0.00 - - 0.33  0.01 100.62 2601.03 82.20
01-2 39.8 - - 16.7 44.0 0.27 0.07 0.02 0.04 0.02 0.24 0.03 101.19 1901.66 82.42
01-3 39.6  0.02 0.04 156 4.1 0.31 0.09 - 0.00 0.0 0.19 0.03 99.99 1508.76 83.44
0-4 39.2 - 0.01 15.6 43.7 0.21  0.09 - 0.02 - 0.25 - 98.08 1940.95 83.33
0l-5 39.1 0.02 005 158 4.3 0.16 0.09 - 0.01 0.0 0.24 0.02 99.80 1878.09 83.28
0l-6 39.6 - - 157 437 0.23 0.09 0.03 0.02 0.0l 0.28 - 99.66 2231.70 83.25
01-7 39.5 - - 159  44.1  0.20 0.10 0.06 0.03 - 0.27 - 100.16 2098.11 83.20
01-8 39.8  0.02 - 159 4.1  0.22  0.08 - - 0.02  0.20 - 100.34 1532.33 83.14
01-9 39.7  0.05 - 16.7 43.8 0.25 0.08 - 0.05 0.01 0.20 - 100.84 1595.19 82.38
01-10 39.6  0.00 0.03 17.1 43.1 0.22 0.07 - 0.10  0.02 0.22 0.01 100.47 1728.78 81.84
0l-11 39.7 - 0.03 16.7 4.0 0.22 0.06 0.01 0.05 - 0.23  0.01 101.05 1807.36 82.42
0-12 39.6  0.04 0.05 154 4.8 021 0.12 - 0.02 0.00 0.19 - 100.43 1493.04 83.80
0-13 39.9  0.04 0.04 159 444 0.27 0.09 0.02 0.07 0.02 0.25 0.05 101.05 1925.23 83.28
0l-14 39.5  0.05 - 155 442 0.21  0.08 0.0 0.07 0.00 0.18 - 99.80 1414.46 83.53
01-15 39.5 - 0.01 15.5 445 024 0.13 - - - 0.19  0.04 100.11 1461.61 83.65
0l-16 40.0 = 0.04 154 440 0.2  0.16 = = 0.0 0.15  0.01 99.99 1178.71 83.58
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1
Continoued Table 1
wB % R
SO, TiO, ALO; FO MO MO GO NaO Cn0O; KO NO  BO N6
154 m HS901-35
0-17 40.0 0.01 - 15.7 44.0 0.17 0.14 0.07 0.02 0.01 0.25 - 100.37 1972.38 83.30
0-18 39.0 0.03 0.04 15.8 44.1 0.29 0.14 - - - 0.18 - 99.58 1414.46 83.32
0-19 39.6 - 0.01 16.6 43.9 0.28 0.11 0.01 0.01 - 0.25 0.04 100.81 1972.38 82.48
01-20 39.9 0.01 - 15.5 44.5 0.20 0.17 0.05 0.07 - 0.30 0.03 100.73 2373.15 83.68
0l-21 39.2 - 0.04 15.3 44.2 0.21 0.16 0.01 - - 0.19 - 99.31 1485.18 83.74
01-22 39.8 0.01 - 15.4 44.4 0.21 0.15 0.01 0.02 - 0.16 0.03 100.19 1265.15 83.74
01-23 39.3 0.03 0.01 14.7 43.4 0.28 0.09 0.02 0.01 0.01 0.29 0.02 98.16 2278.85 83.99
157 m H901-37
0l-1 39.9 - 0.05 15.5 45.0 0.28 0.14 - 0.05 - 0.21 0.01 101.14 1650.20 83.76
0l-2 39.7 0.00 - 15.0 44.6 0.20 0.14 - 0.03 0.02 0.26 - 99.95 2003.82 84.10
01-3-1 40.0 - - 15.8 45.1 0.25 0.13 0.03 0.03 - 0.32 0.06 101.72 2491.02 83.61
01-3-2 40.0 - - 149 4.8 0.2 0.13 - 0.04 - 0.10 - 100.19 801.53 84.28
01-3-3 40.2 0.00 0.05 14.7 44.8 0.21 0.17 0.01 0.09 0.01 0.17 - 100.41 1351.59 84.42
0l-4 39.8 0.02 - 14.3 45.1 0.19 0.12 0.01 0.05 0.03 0.12 - 99.74 958.69 84.89
0l-5 40.0 - 0.07 14.2 45.0 0.27 0.13 0.06 0.06 0.04 0.22 - 100.05 1705.21 84.95
0l-6 39.7 0.01 0.03 16.0 43.5 0.29 0.10 0.01 0.03 0.01 0.30 - 99.98 2373.15 82.92
01-7 39.1 - - 15,6 43.4 0.32 0.13 0.02 0.05 0.02 0.20 - 98.84 1563.76 83.25
0l-8 39.5 - 0.00 15.6 44.1 0.20 0.12 - 0.02 - 0.31 - 99.85 2451.73 83.48
01-9 39.5 0.00 - 15.7 43.9 0.28 0.14 0.03 0.05 - 0.32 0.02  99.94 2475.30 83.30
0l-10 40.2  0.01 0.01 15.7 449  0.29 0.14 - - A 0.32 0.01 101.58 2506.73 83.61
0l-11 39.8 0.05 - 15.5 44.5 0.28 0.12 - - 0.00 0.34 - 100.59 2703.19 83.65
0-12 39.8 - 0.01 15.5 44.1 0.21 0.12 - 0.12 ~ 0.28 - 100.14 2215.98 83.54
160 m HS901-39
0l-1 39.7  0.02 - 159 4.0 0.19 0.09 ~ 0.01 - 0.18 0.00 100.09 1383.03 83.14
0l-2 40.0 0.03 0.00 15.8 44.6 0.23 0.08 0.01 0.10 - 0.23 - 101.08 1791.65 83.40
01-3-1 39.8  0.03 - 14.3 453 0.19 0.12 ~ 0.05  0.01 0.14 - 99.94 1123.71 84.93
0-3-2 40.0 0.03 0.01 14.6 45.5 0.21 0.10 - 0.03 - 0.19 0.00 100.67 1516.61 84.73
0l-4 39.7 0.00 0.03 15.9 44.2 0.25 0.14 0.00 0.03 0.01 0.22 - 100.48 1728.78 83.17
0l-5 39.6 0.01 - 15.0 4.1 0.20 0.15 0.01 0.01 0.02 0.24 - 99.34 1909.52 84.00
206 m HS901-51
0l-1 39.8 0.01 - 15.8 44.0 0.23 0.13 0.01 0.02 - 0.21 0.00 100.21 1626.63 83.24
0l-2 38.3 0.03 0.04 15.9 43.0 0.20 0.18 - 1.36 - 0.24 - 99.25 1909.52 82.84
01-3 39.6 - 0.03 15.0 44.0 0.23 0.11 0.05 0.06 0.00 0.14 0.00 99.22 1092.28 83.92
0l-4 38.1 - 0.00 14.8 42.4 0.21 0.15 - 1.04 - 0.18 0.01 96.89 1414.46 83.65
01-5 39.9 - 0.10 15.2 4.0 0.26 0.15 - 0.06 - 0.20  0.02 99.89 1540.19 83.78
0-6 39.0 - 0.03 15.3 43.6 0.18 0.19 0.01 0.54 0.02 0.19 - 99.06 1500.90 83.59
01-7 39.8 - 0.01 15.2 44.3 0.19 0.14 0.02 0.04 0.01 0.18 0.02  99.91 1390.88 83.85
244 m H901-63
0l-1-1 39.9 - - 14.5 442  0.26  0.10 0.09 0.02 - 0.24  0.01 99.32 1917.38 84.44
0l-1-2 40.0 - - 14.3 44.4 0.26 0.13 - 0.05 - 0.19 - 99.33 1516.61 84.69
0l-2 40.1 0.04 0.05 14.0 45.0 0.27 0.10 0.04 - - 0.25 0.00 99.85 1988.10 85.15
0l-3 39.8 — A\ 14.8 44 .4 0.16 0.16 - - - 0.28 0.07  99.67 2160.98 84.22
0L-5 39.1 - 0.07 13.9 43.7 0.23 0.01 0.02 0.19 - 0.25 0.00 97.47 1972.38 84.84
275 m HS901-71
0l-1 39.3  0.03  0.02 16.2 44.1 0.21 0.12  0.04 0.03 - 0.30  0.00 100.35 2381.00 82.97
01-2 39.6 - 0.02 16.1 43.6 0.22 0.10 - 0.04 - 0.29 —99.97 2239.56 82.82
013 39.8 - - 156 44.1  0.18 0.15 0.00 - 0.03  0.24 — 100.10 1862.37 83.48
014 39.6 - - 155 43.9 021 0.12 - 0.01 0.24 —  99.58 1870.23 83.45
015 39.9 001 0.0 153 439 022 0.13 - - - 0.2 0.03 99.72 1720.92 83.65
01-6 39.3 - 0.06 15.5 4.2  0.21 0.15 0.02 0.06 - 0.21 0.06 99.77 1673.78 83.52
017 38.8  0.00 .04 149 433  0.25 0.11 - 0.16 0.0l 021 0.04 97.82 1618.77 83.85
318 m HS901-84
0l-1 39.3 .00 - 15.6 43.1 0.26 0.16 - 1.22 - 0.31 - 99.95 2412.44 83.07
0l-2 38.9 0.02 0.03 5.6 43.0 0.25 0.08 - 0.13 - 0.21 0.03 98.25 1650.20 83.13
01-3 39.3 - - 15.5 43.9 0.23 0.11 0.01 0.05 - 0.30 - 99.40 2326.00 83.49
0l-4 39.7 0.00 - 15.0 44.7 0.21 0.15 0.02 0.04 0.02 0.27 0.02 100.13 2137.40 84.19
0l-5 39.4 - 0.07 15.5 43.3 0.18 0.12 0.01 - - 0.23 0.02  98.83 1823.08 83.31
351 m HS901-94
01 40.7 - 0.05 14.6 447 0.23 0.25 0.02 2.78 0.02 0.23  0.02 103.60 1830.94 84.49
0l-2 39.1 0.0 - 15.6  43.4 021 0.18 0.10 0.08 0.03 0.30 0.05 99.06 2326.00 83.25
01-3 38.5 0.05 0.01 15.0 42.5 0.25 0.13 0.05 0.57 0.01 0.20 - 97.27 1595.19 83.44
0l-4 39.3 0.04 0.06 16.6 42.6 0.29 0.14 — 0.01 — 0.18 — 99.22 1422.32 82.07
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