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Abstract

Located in southwestern Yangtze Block, the Sichuan-Yunnan-Guizhou border area (SYQ) is situated at the
intersection of the global Tethys ore-forming domain and the Pacific Rim ore-forming domain, and within the
Emeishan large igneous province. Rare shortage (Pb-Zn) and critical minerals (dispersed elements) formed large-
scale and ultra-large scale ore deposits and related metallogenic systems. Northwest Guizhou area is one of the
important components of the SYG dispersed elements-rich Pb-Zn metallogenic province. The Dingtoushan Pb-Zn
deposit, located in the southern part of the northwest Guizhou dispersed elements-rich Pb-Zn metallogenic area, is
a representative of recent prospecting breakthroughs. Through LA-ICPMS in-situ trace elements analysis of

sphalerite from the Dingtoushan deposit, the authors found that the selenium in this deposit is extraordinary
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enriched, and the Se values in 90 analytical points are between 19.7x107° and 172x107°, with an average value of
81.0x10°°, which are significantly higher than the Se crustal abundance (0.05x10°°) and the Se content of the
same type of deposits around the Yangtze Block (usually<50x107%), implying that its metallogenic environment is
very special. This is probably related to the geological background. Through correlation analysis, the authors also
found that Se in sphalerite from the Dingtoushan deposit is not a direct replacement for Zn, but it is likely to
replace Zn together with Cd, In and Fe, that is, Fe+Cd+Se+In<>4Zn, which is a new replacement form. The new
discovery of extraordinary enrichment of selenium in the Dingtoushan Pb-Zn deposit is of great significance for
understanding the associated differentiation and superabundant enrichment, and it also shows that the Ding-

toushan mining area and its periphery have good selenium resource potential. Hence, the ore exploration and

in-depth research should be strengthened.
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northwest Guizhou dispersed elements-rich Pb-Zn metallogenic area
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Fig. 1 The tectonic location of the study region (a) and the geological sketch map of northwest Guizhou dispersed elements-rich
Pb-Zn metallogenic area (b) (modified after Zhou et al., 2018a)
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Fig. 2 Geological sketch map of the Dingtoushan mining area (a) and cross-section of A-B (b) (modified after Zeng et al., 2017)
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Fig. 3 Typical hand specimen and microscope characteristics of the Dingtoushan Pb-Zn deposit

a. Dolomite co-existent with sphalerite; b. Dolomite filling sphalerite aggregates; c. Dolomite filling and/or cementing sphalerite aggregates;

d. Co-edge structure of dolomite and sphalerite
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Table 1 The element content of sphalerite from the Dingtoushan Pb—Zn deposit

o w(B)/107 _ w(B)/107

Zn Fe Cu Ga Ge Se Cd In Pb Zn Fe Cu Ga Ge Se Cd In Pb
DTS-1 651966 15180 51.7 22 208 944 1863 237 675 |DTS-46 653586 12950 62.7 641 297 171.6 1684 469 785
DTS-2 653050 14170 262 130 122 767 1777 1565 718 |DTS-47 652836 13830 17.6 0.75 1.54 820 1661 13.63 810
DTS-3 653387 13090 416 136 1.84 89.8 1853 18.73 942 |DTS-48 653382 13470 559 3.10 1.90 113.1 1613 26.04 681
DTS-4 651754 15150 983 560 246 138.1 1888 458 689 |DTS-49 653354 13360 213 0.99 139 77.1 1596 1549 686
DTS-5 652719 14490 358 231 1.55 101.8 1756 1921 661 |DTS-50 652602 13850 302 4.17 227 128 1638 28.75 726
DTS-6 651873 15150 68.0 129 132 835 1864 2356 640 |DTS-51 663768 3950 27.7 2.7 074 197 1916 21.66 881
DTS-7 652477 14150 558 0.7 146 854 1850 547 640 |DTS-52 651166 14800 174.1 2.37 136 89.3 1842 43.06 807
DTS-8 653425 12760 698  6.55 2.6 1512 1842 3852 761 |DTS-53 652674 13820 34.8 4.65 1.77 133 1635 33.13 686
DTS-9 652096 14680 67.0 1.08 143 90.1 1829 19.71 723 |DTS-54 652245 14520 46.0 132 127 918 1613 206 713
DTS-10 654579 12700 31.4 3.01 1.9 1183 1850 20.68 667 |DTS-55 651674 14830 253 0.87 0.87 69.5 1607 1553 634
DTS-11 653932 12200 721 243 135 951 1899 3477 962 |DTS-56 652752 13680 458 4.66 2.10 122.5 1675 31.72 748
DTS-12 655678 11650 75.0 0.515 098 73 1987 14.66 722 |DTS-57 652462 14060 23.6 2.94 1.2 839 1671 1637 673
DTS-13 654006 12550 439  0.86 143 858 1888 16.53 748 |DTS-58 653158 13380 355 (0.91 '1.05 809 1593 164 680
DTS-14 651568 15110 29.5 3.88 1.69 103.3 1910 3125 641 |DTS-59 652515 14000 39.1 413 146 118 1588 2898 627
DTS-15 652660 13980 37.8 0.89 1.52 855 1930 16.15 763 |DTS-60 653052 13510 37.00 1.09 0.54 78.1 1611 17.65 658
DTS-16 652367 14250 30.0 1.00 127 84.1 1805 20.05 680 |DTS-61 655977 8060  39.0 1.72 1.51 73.5 1206 14.85 504
DTS-17 652185 14240 28.5 217 1.58 1155 1876 14.75 734 |DTS-62 655450 8570° 12.05 0.607 1.06 59.8 1152 10.08 518
DTS-18 649615 15820 356 1.77 126 111.8 2302 19.85 884 |DTS-63 654351 . 9270 14.88 230 120 80.5 1151 1429 553
DTS-19 651874 14670 26.6 329 1.64 1102 1915 20.55 680 |DTS-64 656408 7990 66.0 1.67 1.10 60.0 1233 720 534
DTS-20 650777 14430 352 1.04 125 851 1899 1649 914 |DTS-65 658363 6500 14.8 071 1.05 568 1284 559 632
DTS-21 654459 11100 886 1.99 1.40 100.1 1973 22.11 997 |DTS-66 654979 8940 41.0 0.55 078 51.1 1230 4.46 692
DTS-22 653255 13640 212 120 1.08 77.1 1824 1278 593 |DTS-67 654393 10030 16.8 1.57 138 588 1224 329 405
DTS-23 653337 13690 25.0 3.02 1.00 1065 1825 209 606 |DTS-68 654722 8730 41.8 0.203 124 494 1345 1.599 817
DTS-24 653348 13820 16.5 0.527 0.68 702 1798 10.48 634 |DTS-69 654288 11140 16.1 0.183 0.65 41.5 1271 327 429
DTS-25 653265 13840 19.2 257 125 945 1884 18.68 562 |DTS-70 661898 3738 46.8 2.88 232 31.6 1331 354 1165
DTS-26 652802 13790 28.5 1.02 1.12 888 1843 152 745 |DTS-71 654193 9820 359 0.176 073 51.0 1274 335 479
DTS-27 653038 14120 23.7 336 1.6 110 1812 23.66 528 |DTS-72 654170 9890 540 0.74 0.55 50.6 1275 3.14 545
DTS-28 654869 10620 1178 1.49  1.05/ 90.1" 1936 13.59 1122 |DTS-73 653818 9550 364 1.74 1.19 563 1278 447 450
DTS-29 652841 14050 48.8 323 122 1056 1767 2226 618 |DTS-74 654880 8090 62.0 0429 096 560 1353 824 1098
DTS-30 652348 14480 23.7 . 332" 096 106.1 1833 1926 771 |DTS-75 653969 9320 364 08 0.82 585 1355 1694 596
DTS-31 652049 14610 234 049 086 552 1625 7.76 836 |DTS-76 654320 10770 439 2.17 127 770 1366 20.8 649
DTS-32 652538 14160 347 055 129 575 1585 7.78 883 |DTS-77 654270 9390 929 0397 0.66 57.9 1268 7.19 460
DTS-33 652314 14440 19.9 0.69 12  69.1 1583 14.63 855 |DTS-78 654035 9230 1235 293 211 869 1430 17.13 1392
DTS-34 651633 14900 28.8 0.60 071 60.4 1679 9.88 975 |DTS-79 654369 9650 18.7 0.366 0.77 489 1128 11.61 362.8
DTS-35 652262 14310 37.7 1.05 079 773 1648 17.95 935 |DTS-80 653981 9580 354 1.05 0.88 425 1162 7.50 518
DTS-36 659942 7400 22.7 028 096 63.4 1800 571 773 |DTS-81 655298 10680 160 3.74 1.92 87.6 1505 22.52 1970
DTS-37 655772 10990 56.6 4.83 239 1372 1684 30.5 758 |DTS-82 653945 8810 36.1 1.08 1.09 452 1256 512 523
DTS-38 654274 12360 28.5 0.84 1.17 599 1768 12.72 821 |DTS-83 655067 9380 354 3.87 149 101 1162 2825 484
DTS-39 652486 14110 458 1.2 1.05 757 1691 20.5 757 |DTS-84 655012 7600 269 0426 0.55 456 1258 63 1282
DTS-40 652481 14170 23.1 0.82 1.02 778 1679 1478 719 |DTS-85 654622 10070 31.0 1.99 1.15 77.1 1233 13.55 513
DTS-41 652194 14030 86.5 1.35 090 888 1738 23.65 809 |DTS-86 654257 9780 232 0.68 0.64 554 1127 12.62 495
DTS-42 652894 13720 1121 0487 0.54 66.7 1668 10.43 747 | DTS-87 655677 7280 47.0 0373 0.73 49.0 1418 2.11 1362
DTS-43 653019 13600 27.7 3.14 1.66 947 1684 2125 632 |DTS-88 653661 9670 1343 0.619 023 308 1410 3.05 495
DTS-44 652512 13970 642 340 274 1003 1675 25.18 712 |DTS-89 656975 9000 67.1 1.40 1.03 255 1452 4.46 1036
DTS-45 652861 13730 452 4.64 235 1297 1637 3173 706 |DTS-90 654815 9050 46.8 0.83 1.89 262 1378 1.846 487




$39% H 44

SRR SO I Tk LY B8 PRI RS ) 5 3T A B0 S e o S 575

2 A LA S R O R AR S SR (RS R
AR Se, [RIFEHD, ] HETIE T 3k L IR R LA Se
R ARG it P IRASE . B, RS T
1L PRINEED T Se 5 2 B H & JEARA R, [H )2 Se
(A H B MUY, B THORME B A i
32 SeMETFRERHEBLHISE

BARBE R T Sk (VAR IR INEED Hh Se
& AENLE LA R R 22 8E  (H AR TR E R 5T

Zn66

Fe57  rest

6.86e+08
3.95e+08
3.12e+08
2.31e+08
1.82e+08
1.59e+08
1.43e+08
1.29e+08
1.16e+08

8.7e+07

6.02e+06
7.26e+04
5.05e+04
3.65e+04
2.83e+04
2.32e+04
1.92e+04
1.55e+04
1.24e+04

8.69e+03

7.37e+03
2.98e+03
2.16e+03
1.77e+03
1.51e+03
1.31e+03

1.12e+03

INFER 1 Se B IRAE RS BB AL . BTk
I BRI IR N EE A T w(Se) B & (A T 19.7x 1070~
172x107°6, -1 55 £ 81.0x10°6) , HAIE T iy, T84+
S5 H RN T R AR A R 2 . Rtk A
W T AE A B LA-ICPMS JE A3 f# X JC & Mapping £
A XF T Sk (YRR RINEER H Se IR AR 0047
THIHIE . MWINEED H Fe . Cd.Cu.Ga.Ge.Se fll
In %50 2 10 HE K % & Mapping & (& 4) F, ASHEE

2.03e+07 5.02e+06
2.11e+06 5.8e+05

1.46e+06 4.16e+05
1.03e+06 3.12e+05
7.9e+05 2.65e+05
6.82e+05 2.3%e+05
6.08e+05 2.19e+05
5.29e+05 2.01e+05
378e+05 1.85e+05
1.82e+05 1.64e+05

1.31e+04 7.32e+03

2.41e+03 936
1.49e+03 666

1.12e+03

5.49e+05

1.91e+05

1.55e+05

1.26e+05

9.57e+04

6.98e+04

5.69e+04

4.89%+04

4.21e+04

3.11e+04

K4 TR RIN BRI b 2 JC R B %% 2 Mapping 4]
Fig.4 The probability density mapping of some elements in sphalerite from the Dingtoushan Pb-Zn deposit
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