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Table 1. Generalized list of geneiic

types of tungsten deposits in China
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Fig. 1 Schematic map showing distribution of tungsten deposits in China.

1—Jilin-Heilongjiang(Jihei) metallogenic belt; 2—Iuner Mongolia-Dahinganling metallogenic belt; 3—Yanshan
metallogenic belts 4—East Qinling metallogenic belty 5—Qilian~West Qinling metailogenic belt; 6—~Tianshan
~Beishan metallogenic belty 7—Wudang-Huaiyang upwarping metallogenic belt; §—Lower Yangtze platform
folded metallogenic belts 9—Southeast coastal metallogenic belt; 10—Jiangnan platform upwarping meta-
llogenic belty 11—Wuyishan Caledonian upwarping metallogenic belt; 12—Hunan-Jiangxi-Guangdong (Xiang-
ganyue) Caledonian upwarping metallogenic belt; 13—Hunan-Guangxi-Guangdong (Xiangguiyue) Hercy-
pian-Indo-Sinian downwarping metallogenic belt; 14—Kangdian axis metallogenic belts 15—Yunnan-Guangxi
(Diangui) platform folded metallogenic belt; 16—Sanjiang tin-tungsten metallogenic belt.
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GEOLOGICAL CHARACTERISTICS, TYPES AND
DISTRIBUTION OF TUNGSTEN DEPOSITS IN CHINA

Kang Yongfu

(Research Institute of Geology for Mineral Resources, CNNC, Beijing)

Li Chongyou
(Jiangxi Geological Investigation Pariy, Xiangtang, Jiangxi)

Abstract

The first tungsten deposit in China was discovered in 1908, and since the
end of 1920s, the annual output of tungsten in China has averagely made up
40 percent of the total annual tungsten output of the world.

The basic geological characteristics of China’s tungsten deposits might be
summarized as wide in distribution, numerous in production places, large in size,
rich in grade, complex in associated components and varied in ore deposit types.
In addition, China’s tungsten resources are famous in the world for its highly
~developed quartz vein type tungsten deposits.

The classification of tungsten deposits depends mainly on the research level
of their geneses. Polynary metallogenesis should serve as the major basis for
this classification, and whether the ore-prospecting progunostic information can
be provided or mot is also a principle for classification.

China’s tungsten deposits can be classified into rock-controlled tungsten

deposits and stratabound ones. The former is further divided into two subclas-
ses, i. e,, crust-derived tungsten deposits and tungsten deposits from mixed cr-
ust-mantle sources, and the latter also into two subclasses, namely, reworked
tungsten deposits and superimposed ones, with the addition of modern super—
gene tungsten deposits, Finally, these deposits are divided into a number of
types according to ore-forming process. A simplified classification is given in
the paper.

Tungsten deposits are distributed all over 29 provinces, municipalities and
autonomous regions of China. With 30° north latitude as thie boundary, this pa—
per divides China into North China and South China and differentiates sixteen
metallogenic belts which are described in detail.



