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ADVANCES IN THE STUDY OF CHINA’S NONMETALLIC
DEPOSITS IN 1980s AND THE PROSPECTS FOR
ITS DEVELOPMENT IN 1990s

Tao Weiping

(Chin. Geological Surveying Center for Butlding Material Industry, Betjing)
Abstract

Based on the work of the previous 60 years, the research work of China's
nonmetallic deposits has made rapid progress in 1980s. The clear objective of
devoting all efforts to the study of the minerogenic theory for China’s nonme-
tallic deposits and the distribution of these deposits makes up a distinctive
feature of the research work on China’s nonmetallic deposits in 1980s. Together
with abundant geological data accumulated in the previous 30 years, the resear—
ches made in 1980s have yielded unprecedented quantities of academic theses
and monographs in this respect which have been effectively promoting the
geological surveying work. The exploration of China’s nonmetallic deposits in
1980s is characterized by (1) rapid increase in reserves which can fully meet
the demand of national economy, ( 2 ) combination of the exploration with the
development of the uses of mineral resources, ( 3 ) combination of the explora~
tion with the change of the face of economically backward areas and (4)
discovery and exploration of many nonmetallic commodities which were previous—
ly not exploited. The priority objects of the exploration of China’s nonme-
tallic deposits in 1990s are nonmetallic ores used for energy saving, environmen~
tal protection, agriculture and building materials as well as mineral filler for
industrial development. The main line for the research of nonmetallic deposits
is composed of( 1) the study of minerogenic model, paragenetic and association
relationships of mineral deposits and modes of occurrence in the light of four-
dimensional space to guide mineral exploration, (2 ) the opening up of the
uses of nonmetallic ores from the angle of ore technology to promote resource
development, (3 ) the promotion of ecomomic benefits and social effects of the
exploration of nonmetallic deposits from the technical and economic angle, and

( 4) the development of the study of resource situation to provide data for
formulating resource policy and arranging exploration and exploitation of non-
metallic deposits. It is expected that through the research work mentioned

above the study of China’s nonmetallic deposits will make greater progress in

1990s.



