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Table 1 Categories of geochemical patterns based on size
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Fig. 2 Geoche mical province of eastern Shandong
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Table 2  Geneses of various sizes of geochemical patterns
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Table 3 Categories of secondary dispersion patterns
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Abstract

The discrimination of mineralization-related geoche mical patterns from barren ones has long been a dile m ma

for geoche mists . The author has divided geoche mical patterns into three categories based respectively on area

size , genesis and maturity . The geoche mical patterns can be divided into local , regional , provincial and domainal

ones by area size , into primary and secondary ones by genesis, and into initiation, intergradation and termina-

tion ones by maturity . The categories of geoche mical patterns based on maturity are proposed in this paper. The

initiation geoche mical patterns refer to ele mental concentration related to rocks . The intergradation geoche mical

patterns are generated from ele mental redistribution or accumulation resulting from some geological processes,

but the accumulation of ele ments are not caused by ore-forming process. The termination geoche mical patterns

are produced by ore formation. The categories of geoche mical patterns based on maturity will perhaps open a

new way to assess geoche mical anomalies in future .



