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Table 1 Some important kinds of marine mineral resources (after Rona, 2002)
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Table 2 Marine ore deposits : calculated and estimated resource volumes
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Exploitation of marine mineral resources : review and prospects

LIU Yu-shan and WU Bi-hao
(Institute of Mineral Resources, CAGS, Beijing 100037, China)

Abstract

Though huge in amounts , marine mineral resources haven' t been exploited yet . In this paper, the exploita-

tion and research history of the ferromanganese nodules, the Co-rich crusts and the marine sulfide deposits is

briefly reviewed. The first atte mpt to exploit ferromanganese nodules ended in failure . The perspective of Co-

rich manganese crust mining see ms uncertain. Nevertheless, in the new century, the industrial exploitation of

marine mineral resources is an inexorable trend. The new Au-rich hydrothermal deposits in the subduction zone

of the Southwest Pacific appear as a more promising prospect for mining .

Key words : marine mineral deposits, mineral resources, marine mining



