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Abstract

The Nixiong orefield is located in northern Longge’ er-Nanmulin magmatic belt along the central part of
western Gangdise metallogenic belt. The Ri’a copper deposit is in southeast Nixiong ore field. The ore bodies
mainly occur in the skarn and skarnized marble, which lie between the intrusive rock and Xiala Formation. The
main skarn minerals are garnet, diopside, serpentine, phlogopite, actinolite, humite, tremolite, epidote, chlo-

rite, sericite and so on. Electron microprobe analyses show that the garnet is composed mainly of grossularite
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(62.08% ) and andradite (35.08% ). Almost all the pyroxenes belong to diopside. Phlogopites are rich in iron

and poor in magnesium, also with features of high F. The amphiboles show characteristics of calc-amphibole.

The chlorites are rich in magnesium and poor in iron. According to the above data, the authors infer that the

ore-forming fluid might have experienced the following five evolutionary stages: (D dry skarn stage of high tem-

perature ( >450C), low pH, oxidation-weak oxidation; @ wet skarn stage of lower temperature, with gradual

increasing pH value and oxygen fugacity; @ oxide stage of further reducing temperature, increasing pH value

(alkaline) and decreasing oxygen fugacity; @ quartz sulfide stage with temperature down to 200~300C , high

pH (alkaline), low oxygen fugacity; @ carbonate stage of low temperature (160 ~203C ), low pH and low

oxygen fugacity. In addition, there probably exists more metal mineralization in the Ri’a copper deposit.

Key words: geochenmistry, skarn, mineralogy, electron microprobe analysis, Ri’a copper deposit, Nixiong
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Table 1 Mineral forming sequence of the Ri’ a copper deposit
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Fig.2 Microscope photos of typical skarn minerals in the Ri’a copper deposit

A. Growth zoning of garnet: B. Chalcopyrite of diopside grains; C. Diopside altered by later serpentine: D. Euhedral phlogopite with growth

zoning in gamnet; E. Epidote in garnet; F. Polysynthetic twinning of tremolite: G»H. Chalcopyrite cut by late carbonate veins:

1. Anomaly interference color of pseudo-scaly chlorite
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Table 3 Electron microprobe analyses of diopside from the Ri' a copper deposit
CQO9-
8-5-2.1 8-7-4.3 8-8-1.1 8-8-2.1 8-8-3.1 8-9-2.2 8-9-3.2 8-11-1.2 8-12-2.1 8-12-3.1
w B %
SiO, 55.35 54.21 53.17 55.19 54.74 55.59 55.63 55.21 54.68 55.60
TiO, 0.09 0.08 0.36 - 0.05 - - 0.12 0.04 0.17
ALO; 0.79 0.12 3.00 0.30 0.91 0.14 0.07 0.66 1.29 0.96
FeO 1.09 0.31 2.37 3.63 2.87 1.63 1.48 1.47 1.85 0.31
MnO 0.18 0.13 0.38 0.97 0.65 0.38 0.69 0.25 0.28 0.06
MgO 17.17 17.39 15.66 15.34 15.40 16.59 16.76 16.91 16.56 17.55
CaO 24.50 25.17 25.60 25.08 23.15 24.64 24.53 25.56 25.38 25.68
Na,O 0.06 0.06 0.05 0.06 0.11 - 0.06 0.11 0.05 0.04
K,O 0.02 0.02 0.02 - 0.01 0.01 0.02 0.00 0.02 -
99.25 97.49 100.61 100.57 97.89 98.98 99.24 100.29 100. 15 100.37
6 4
Si 2.0100 2.0070 1.9298 2.0119 2.0274 2.0282 2.0307 1.9964 1.9832 1.9954
Al 0.0000 0.0000 0.0702 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0036 0.0168 0.0046
Al 0.0337 0.0053 0.0580 0.0130 0.0398 0.0058 0.0029 0.0245 0.0381 0.0359
Ti 0.0024 0.0021 0.0099 0.0000 0.0013 0.0000 0.0000 0.0032 0.0011 0.0047
Fe! 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000
Fet 0.0334 0.0095 0.0720 0.1110 0.0900 0.0453 0.0503 0.0447 0.0562 0.0094
Mn 0.0057 0.0040 0.0115 0.0301 0.0205 0.0213 0.0117 0.0077 0.0087 0.0018
Mg 0.9296 0.9596 0.8472 0.8336 0.8504 0.9112 0.9033 0.9115 0.8956 0.9391
Ca 0.9532 0.9984 0.9958 0.9797 0.9187 0.9583 0.9645 0.9903 0.9862 0.9872
Na 0.0042 0.0043 0.0032 0.0045 0.0082 0.0045 0.0000 0.0077 0.0038 0.0031
3.9722 3.9901 3.9975 3.9838 3.9562 3.9745 3.9632 3.9896 3.9897 3.9812
Mn Fe 0.1707 0.4211 0.1597 0.2712 0.2278 0.4702 0.2326 0.1723 0.1548 0.1915
Mg Fe 27.8323 101.0105 11.7667 7.5099 9.4489 20.1148 17.9583 20.3915 15.9359 99.9043
CQO9-
9-2-3.7 9-6-1.1 9-6-2.1 9-64.2 ~9-7-1.1 9-72.2 9-7-3.1 98-1.1 992.4 9-10-1.2 9-10-2.2 9-10-3.2
w B %
SiO, 54.53 55.16 53.74 55.52 55.41 55.60 55.59 55.40 54.91 55.35 55.44 55.75
TiO, - 0.03 0.18 \n 0.00 0.07 0.01 0.05 0.01 - 0.02 0.05
ALO; 1.34 0.46 0.98 0.22 0.13 0.16 0.19 0.43 0.21 0.29 0.07 0.12
FeO 4.15 1.67 1.59 2.15 1.44 0.49 1.44 1.71 0.98 1.71 1.11 0.92
MnO 1.84 0.22 0.27 0.64 0.36 0.13 0.38 0.52 0.32 0.63 0.30 0.36
MgO 13.95 16.79 16.67 16.42 17.02 17.76 17.13 16.63 16.82 16.65 17.29 17.31
CaO 25.28 25.56 24.48 23.99 25.67 26.35 26.28 25.53 25.62 25.97 25.63 26.3
Na,O 0.12 0.09 - 0.04 0.03 0.04 0.03 0.03 0.10 0.03 0.03 0.01
K,O - 0.01 - 0.01 - - 0.00 - 0.04 - 0.01 0.02
101.21  99.99 97.91 98.99  100.06 100.60  101.05 100.30  99.01 100.63  99.90  100.84
6 4
Si 1.9893 2.0024 1.9881 2.0312 2.0093 1.9989 1.9999 2.0064 2.0090 2.0026 2.0101 2.0049
Al 0.0107  0.0000  0.0119 0.0000 0.0000 0.0011 0.0002 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000
Al" 0.0471  0.0196  0.0309 0.0094 0.0054 0.0055 0.0079 0.0184 0.0092 0.0122 0.0031 0.0049
Ti 0.0000  0.0009  0.0049 0.0000 0.0001 0.0018 0.0002 0.0012 0.0002 0.0000 0.0004 0.0013
Fe** 0.0000  0.0000  0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000
Fe** 0.1271  0.0508 0.0495 0.0662 0.0438 0.0147 0.0432 0.0519 0.0299 0.0519 0.0336 0.0276
Mn 0.0568 0.0066 0.0085 0.0197 0.0110 0.0041 0.0117 0.0158 0.0098 0.0192 0.0091 0.0111
Mg 0.7586  0.9086 0.9192 0.8958 0.9200 0.9518 0.9189 0.8981 0.9172 0.8979 0.9347 0.9278
Ca 0.9881 0.9941 0.9705 0.9405 0.9976 1.0150 1.0132 0.9906 1.0044 1.0067 0.9958 1.0133
Na 0.0081  0.0066 0.0000 0.0027 0.0018 0.0026 0.0019 0.0020 0.0070 0.0018 0.0022 0.0004
3.9859 3.9897 3.9835 3.9654 3.9890 3.9955 3.9969 3.9844 3.9866 3.9923 3.9889  3.9912
0.1717  0.2976  0.2511 0.2789 0.2708 0.3044 0.3278 0.3699 0.2708 0.4022

Mn Fe 0.4469  0.1299
Mg Fe 5.9685 17.8858 18.5697 13.5317 21.0046 64.7483 21.2708 17.3044 30.6756 17.3006 27.8185 33.6159
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Table 4 Electron microprobe analyses of phlogopite from the Ri' a copper deposit
CQ09-8-4 CQ09-8-7 CQ09-9-8
1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 1 2
w B %
SiO;, 40.14 40.72 39.50 40.75 39.51 38.87 39.79 38.39 40.21 41.91 40.99
TiO, 0.23 0.27 0.27 0.05 0.17 0.10 0.12 0.26 0.16 0.01 -
ALO; 11.78 12.20 12.95 12.06 12.16 16.19 14.72 16.67 14.55 14.27 14.77
FeO 0.91 0.83 1.02 0.87 1.10 2.05 1.79 1.52 1.59 2.50 3.94
MnO 0.05 0.04 0.12 0.04 0.03 0.12 0.20 0.08 0.16 0.17 0.25
MgO 26.99 26.80 26.87 27.32 27.98 25.48 26.27 25.49 25.22 25.46 24.33
CaO 0.16 0.09 - 0.03 0.03 0.02 - 0.02 - 0.05 0.02
Na,O 0.13 0.23 0.08 0.15 0.20 0.18 0.15 0.18 0.14 0.09 0.08
K,O 11.55 12.04 12.35 12.26 10.57 12.08 12.04 11.17 11.22 11.29 10.81
F 1.25 1.45 0.86 1.54 0.56 0.83 1.18 0.89 0.90 2.49 2.06
93.19 94.67 94.02 95.07 92.31 95.92 96.26 94.67 94.15 98.24 97.25
12 8
Si 2.9023 2.9013 2.8468 2.8953 2.8728 2.7492 2.8003 2.7296 2.8691 2.8718 2.8516
Al 1.0039 1.0245 1.1000 1.0099 1.0421 1.2508 1.1997 -~ 1.2704 1.1309 1.1282 1.1484
Al" 0.0000  0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0987 ©0.0212 0.1265 0.0927 0.0242  0.0626
Ti 0.0125 0.0145 0.0146  0.0027 0.0093 0.0053 0.0064 0.0139 0.0086 0.0005 0.0000
Felt 0.0179  0.0283 0.0000 0.0100  0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0230 0.0707 0.1433 0.1986
Fe*! 0.0371 0.0212 0.0615 0.0417 0.0669 ' 0.1213 0.1054 0.0674 0.0242  0.0000 0.0306
Mn 0.0031 0.0024 0.0073 0.0024 0.0018 ;0.0072 0.0119 0.0048 0.0097 0.0099 0.0147
Mg 2.9093 2.8466 2.8869 2.8938 3.0329 2.6866 2.7561 2.7018 2.6827 2.6008  2.5232
Ca 0.0124  0.0069  0.0000 0.0023 0.0023 0.0015 0.0000 0.0015 0.0000 0.0037 0.0015
Na 0.0182 0.0318 0.0112  0.0207  0.0282 0.0247 0.0205 0.0248 0.0194 0.0120 0.0108
K 1.0654 1.0944 1.1355 -1.1113 0.9805 1.0900 1.0810 1.0132 1.0213 0.9869 0.9594
7.9821 7.9717  8.0639  7.9900 8.0368 8.0352 8.0023 7.9770 7.9293 7.7811 7.8014
Fe Fe+ Mg 0.0186 0.0171 0.0209 0.0176 0.0216  0.0432 0.0368 0.0324 0.0342 0.0522 0.0833
Mg Fe+Mg+Mn+Ti 0.9763 0.9772  0.9719 0.9807 0.9749 0.9526 0.9570 0.9612 0.9595 0.9442 0.9119
2 1 *
A ‘EWE B
WA T [
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R
# o [
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Fig. 7 Classification of amphiboles from the Ri’ a copper deposit after Leake et al. 1997
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Table 5 Electron microprobe analyses of amphibole from the Ri' a copper deposit
CQO9-8- CQ09-9-
9-3.1 11-2.1 6-1.2 6-2.2 7-1.6 8-2.6 9-2.3 9-3.1 10-2.3 10-2.4 10-3.1 12-2.2
w B %
Sio, 55.47 56.25 53.47 53.08 54.48 59.65 54.46 53.83 54.94 55.47 52.71 54.52
TiO, 0.05 0.20 0.08 0.11 0.02 - 0.02 0.03 0.03 0.05 0.22 -
ALO; 1.29 2.26 1.74 1.70 1.42 0.49 1.52 1.77 1.25 1.49 3.29 1.73
FeO 12.90 6.70 15.31 15.28 13.36 6.36 13.87 14.86 12.41 11.09 14.35 13.72
MnO 1.14 0.90 1.29 1.52 1.03 0.47 1.08 1.10 0.94 1.02 1.77 1.55
MgO 14.77 18.79 12.96 12.64 14.68 22.43 14.35 13.49 15.27 15.97 13.07 13.77
CaO 11.74 12.22 11.99 10.80 12.73 7.16 12.15 12.14 12.30 12.86 12.23 11.66
Na,O 0.25 0.27 0.24 0.31 0.19 0.15 0.24 0.27 0.12 0.17 0.47 0.28
K,O 0.01 0.02 0.02 0.02 0.01 0.06 0.00 0.02 0.01 0.03 0.05 0.03
97.62 97.61 97.10 95.46 97.92 96.77 97.69 97.51 97.27 98.15 98.16 97.26
23
Si 7.9792  7.8638 7.8617 7.9215 7.8684 8.2067 7.8879  7.8575 7.9285 7.8969 7.6661 7.9267
A 0.0208 0.1362 0.1383 0.0785 0.1316 0.2067 0.1121 0.1425 0.0715 0.1031 0.3339 0.0733
Al" 0.1979  0.2358 0.1626 0.2200 0.1101 0.2855 0.1469 0.1617 - 0.1414 0.1473  0.2308 0.2235
Ti 0.0058 0.0206 0.0088 0.0120 0.0021  0.0000 0.0025 ©0.0027 0.0036 0.0051 0.0244 0.0000
Fe* 1.0597 0.7838 0.9855 1.0359 0.9642 0.7315 0.9857 0.9730 1.0213 1.0008 0.9016  1.0325
Fe?* 0.4923  0.0000 0.8965 0.8709 0.6491 0.0000 0.6947" 0.8415 0.4759 0.3198 0.8436  0.6362
Mn 0.1383  0.1068 0.1609 0.1924 0.1259 0.0550 ' 0.1320 0.1359 0.1150 0.1235 0.2174 0.1911
Mg 3.1673  3.9147 2.8402 2.8127 3.1601 4.6007 | 3.0989 2.9350 3.2857 3.3884 2.8327 2.9834
Ca 1.8096  1.8299 1.8890 1.7265 1.9701 1.0558 1.8853 1.8985 1.9013 1.9614 1.9055 1.8156
Na 0.0683 0.0721  0.0670  0.0900 0.0524 0.0411 0.0682 0.0756 0.0333 0.0478 0.1325 0.0795
K 0.0011  0.0039 0.0039 0.0036 0.0018  0.0098 0.0002 0.0032 0.0011 0.0051 0.0100 0.0057
14.9403 14.9676 15.0145 14.9641 15.0358 14.7794 15.0143 15.0270 14.9787 14.9992 15.0984 14.9675
6
Table 6 Electron microprobe analyses of serpentine from the Ri' a copper deposit
w B %
SiO;, TiO, ALO; FeO MgO CaO Na,O K,O F
CQ09-8-4-1.3 39.97 0.06 0.09 1.88 39.22 0.04 0.11 0.06 0.44 81.87
CQ09-8-4-2.4 39.54 0.01 0.05 1.87 38.14 0.08 0.13 0.07 0.04 79.93
CQ09-8-4-4.6 40.77 - 0.01 0.51 40.44 0.05 0.02 0.02 0.68 82.350
CQ09-8-4-4.7 41.61 0.01 0.39 1.28 39.33 0.04 0.04 0.02 0.06 82.78
CQ09-8-6-1.2 42.49 0.05 0.08 0.80 37.27 0.02 0.04 0.01 0.08 80.84
CQ09-8-6-2.1 42.92 0.01 0.04 0.86 37.66 0.00 0.08 0.01 0.13 81.71
CQ09-8-7-1.3 36.04 - 14.57 1.89 29.41 0.56 0.03 0.02 0.30 82.82
CQ09-8-7-4.2 32.32 0.06 18.43 2.10 29.98 0.02 0.06 0.14 0.39 83.350
CQ09-9-11-1.2 42.31 1.35 6.75 4.39 27.49 0.12 0.19 0.13 1.65 84.38
CQ09-9-11-1.3 31.73 0.01 19.13 1.56 32.36 0.04 0.04 - 0.33 85.20
CQ09-9-11-2.1 40.78 - 10.80 3.83 29.52 0.19 0.08 0.02 1.10 86.32
CQ09-9-11-2.3 43.62 0.27 5.47 4.02 29.55 0.15 0.10 0.04 2.03 85.25
CQ09-9-11-3.1 35.05 0.05 11.66 5.06 32.33 0.05 0.08 - 1.32 85.60
CQ09-9-11-3.3 35.37 0.07 16.90 2.63 32.58 0.11 0.08 0.05 1.52 89.31
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7
Table 7 Electron microprobe analyses of epidote from the Ri' a copper deposit
w B %
SiO, AlLO; FeO MnO MgO CaO Na,O K,O
CQ09-9-2-3.1 39.11 23.94 10.56 0.06 0.03 23.68 0.04 0.02 97.44
CQ09-9-2-3.3 37.87 22.04 11.26 0.22 0.08 22.13 0.01 - 93.61
CQ09-9-2-3.4 37.91 22.69 10.79 0.12 0.07 22.38 0.02 - 93.98
CQ09-9-2-3.5 37.70 22.81 9.63 0.18 0.21 21.61 0.02 - 92.16
CQ09-9-7-1.2 38.75 23.52 11.42 0.29 0.04 22.39 0.03 0.02 96.46
CQ09-9-2-3.2 38.16 23.30 10.52 0.18 0.06 22.31 0.01 - 94.54
CQ09-9-3-1.1 38.21 22.99 11.68 0.24 0.02 23.88 - 0.00 97.02
3.6 1993
3.7
I m
2E - -
- 21 8
7 w SO, 27.67% ~30.90%
w  SiO, 37.70% ~ 39.11% 29.30% w AlLO; 17.35% ~19.26%
38.24% w ALO; 22.04% —~23.94% 18.39% w FeO 9.61% —21.28%
23.04% w FeO 9.63% ~11.68% 16.32% w MgO 17.88% ~
10.84% w CaO 21.61% ~ . 26.07% 21.58%
23.88% 22.63% 8
8
Table 8 Electron microprobe analyses of chlorite from the Ri' a copper deposit
CQ09-8-8-3.2 CQ09-8-11-2.2 CQ09-9-3-4. 1 CQ09-9-3-5. 1
w B %
SiO, 30.58 30.90 27.67 28.06
TiO, 0.01 0.03 0.07 0.05
ALOs 19.26 17.35 18.43 18.50
Cr,04 0.00 0.06 0.02 0.02
FeO 13.88 9.61 21.28 20.50
MnO 0.78 0.72 1.52 1.40
MgO 24.00 26.07 17.88 18.36
88.51 84.74 86.87 86.89
14
Si 2.9884 3.0883 2.8954 2.9180
Ti 0.0007 0.0020 0.0055 0.0039
Al 1.0109 0.9097 1.0991 1.0781
Al 1.2072 1.1334 1.1738 1.1897
Cr 0.0001 0.0048 0.0020 0.0018
Fe?' 1.1340 0.8032 1.8624 1.7829
Mn 0.0647 0.0610 0.1345 0.1231
Mg 3.4958 3.8833 2.7889 2.8458
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nAl n Al+ Fe+ Mg
>0.35 Laird 1988
nAl n Al+ Fe+ Mg 0.26~0.35
<0.35

2003

pH
Inoue 1995
d001
d001 0.1 nm=14.339-0.1152 Al' —0.0201x
Fe’*  DBattaglia 1999
14

w MgO 9.33% 11.59%

d001
t T= 14.379—.d001 0.1 nm 0.001
Battaglia 1999 4.2
160.76 ~203.83C
182.1C

1990
4 1990 1992 Einaudi et al. 1981 Meinert et
al. 2005
4.1

Einaudi 1981 1982 Meinert et al. 2005

1990 1992 Einaudi et al. 1981 Misra 2000 Lu et al.
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2003 1997 300 ~ 180C
2003 S Cu Fe
pH
Hezarkhami et al. 1999
1989  Baker 2004
450 ~ 650C 160.76~203.83C pH
1994 450 ~
600C pH=4.0~11.0 - 4.3
550 ~700C - 1981
Jamtveit 1993 1995 2003
pH
Fe Cu Mo W Au
Mn Fe
Nakano et al.. 1994 1997
1996 37 Mn Fe Mg Fe
pH Mn Fe
Mg Fe
Mn Fe <0.1
>450C pH=5.4 Mg Fe
~7.5 lgfO, = —20~ —15.6 Mn Fe Mn Fe
1997 0.1~1 Mn Fe
Fe?t 0.1~0.3 Mg Fe 1~4
Mn Fe 0.13~0.47
Fet 0.27 Mg Fe
5.97~101.01 28.25
F* Fe
Fel' Fe?* 2010
pH
400C
1990
450C 5
S S 1
Cu Fe
S()+ S4+
S S 2
pH

238~316TC
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